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Climate Ready Primary Health Care Systems

CORE-STEP is a collaboraঞve project between Universitas Syiah Kuala (Indonesia) and Griffith University (Australia), 
with partnering organisaঞons including the Health Crisis Centre, Ministry of Health Indonesia; ICLEI Indonesia Local 
Governments for Sustainability, Cerdas Anঞsipasi Risiko Bencana / Smart Disaster Risk Prevenঞon (CARI); Universitas 
Mataram, Universitas Paমmura, Universitas Syiah Kuala, Internaঞonal Network of Health Promoঞng Hospitals & Health 
Services.

The project’s primary goal is to strengthen primary health care centres – known as Puskesmas in Indonesia, by delivering 
climate-just services that address the adverse effects of climate change.

Data collecঞon will be conducted at selected sites in Indonesia (Banda Aceh, Ambon and Mataram) and the project 
includes an exchange visit and knowledge sharing, focusing on selected Primary Health Networks in Queensland, 
Australia.

The founding principles and fundamental values of CORE-STEP guides the creaঞon of inclusive, climate-ready and inno-
vaঞve primary health care soluঞons that uphold best pracঞces and saঞsfy local needs. The project contributes towards 
the development of primary health care that is climate resilient and focused on gender and social equality. 

ABOUT PROJECT

AUSTRALIA

www.core-step.corescience.id

Dr. Connie Gan is a lecturer in Planetary Health at Griffith University. Her primary 
interest is transiঞoning healthcare towards a sustainable model and leveraging 
networked insঞtuঞons for planetary health. She has led several projects, 
including a mulঞ-country database for knowledge-sharing and policy acঞon in 
China, Indonesia, and Vietnam, and a pilot for Climate Resilient and Environmen-
tally Sustainable Health Care Faciliঞes in Nepal in collaboraঞon with HECAF360. 
She formerly consults at the WHO Kobe Centre, focusing on the Health Emergen-
cy and Disaster Risk Management (Health-EDRM) Knowledge Hub (2022-2023). 
As the coordinator of the Task Force on Health-Promoঞng Hospitals and the Asia 
Pacific Focal Point of the Women Leaders for Planetary Health Network, her goal 

is to expedite climate change policy acঞon within the healthcare sector.
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Dr. Connie Cai Ru Gan

E: c.gan@griffith.edu.au

Lecturer in Planetary Health, 
Centre for Environment and Populaঞon Health, 

School of Medicine and Denঞstry, Griffith University, Australia
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Sara Davies, a Professor of Internaঞonal 
Relaঞons at Griffith University, Australia, 
also serves as the Deputy Director 
(Indo-Pacific Research) of the Australian 
Research Council Centre and is a Fellow 
of the Academy of the Social Sciences in 
Australia. She specializes in Global 
Health Governance and the Women, 
Peace and Security agenda. Her research 
career has focused on uncovering the 
poliঞcal condiঞons that limit access to 
human rights, parঞcularly in situaঞons 
of disease outbreaks, conflict, and 
displacement. Her contribuঞon to the 
discipline has been to use feminist 
methods to understand human insecuri-
ty and how non-Western insঞtuঞons 
shape poliঞcal behaviour, especially in 

the Indo-Pacific.

Professor Sara Davies
Professor of Internaঞonal Relaঞons, 

Griffith Asia Insঞtute, Griffith University, Australia

E: sara.davies@griffith.edu.au
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Associate Professor Bernade�e is a 
Program Director of Bachelor (Honours) 
of Public Health Program at Griffith 
University's.Her work is focused on the 
social, environmental, and cultural 
determinants of health, with a parঞcular 
interest in gendered discourses. In 2023 
Assoc Prof Bernade�e won the Vice 
Chancellor’s Excellence Award for ‘Most 
Outstanding Contribuঞon to the 
Development of Short Term Global 
Mobility Programs’ for her work on the 
Building Public Health Capacity in 
Cambodian Communiঞes short-term 

program. 

Associate Professor Bernade�e Sebar
Deputy Head of School (Learning & Teaching)

School of Medicine and Denঞstry, 
Griffith University, Australia

E: b.sebar@griffith.edu.au

Lidewij Margriet Vorage
Public Health PhD (Candidate), 

School of Medicine and Denঞstry, Griffith University, Australia

E: lieke.vorage@griffithuni.edu.au
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Lieke Vorage, a Ph.D. candidate at 
Griffith University, is focused on 
enhancing nutriঞon and physical acঞvity 
in Australian Family Day Care services. 
She holds a Bachelor's degree in Public 
Health and a Master's degree in Health 
Food Innovaঞon Management. As a 
member of the CORE-STEP project, her 
responsibiliঞes include pracঞcal tasks 
and compiling policies related to primary 
health care responses to climate change 

in both Indonesia and Australia.
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Cicely Nurse earned her Bachelor of 
Biomedical Science in 2023. She is now 
pursuing a Master of Public Health at 
Griffith University. Her dissertaঞon, part 
of the CORE-STEP project, focuses on 
its social equity aspects. Cicely was 
awarded the Health Dean Summer 
Research Scholarship to conduct a 
Gender Analysis on the CORE-STEP 
project. She takes on the responsibility 
of assisঞng with various organizaঞonal 
tasks. She leverages the power of social 
media pla�orms to share relevant 
informaঞon and updates, thereby 
enhancing the organizaঞon's digital 

presence and reach.

Cicely Nurse
Master of Public Health (Candidate), 

School of Medicine and Denঞstry, Griffith University, Australia

E: cicely.nurse@griffithuni.edu.au



BANDA ACEH

AMBON

Associate Professor Rina Oktari specializes in research areas such as disaster 
health, early warning systems, climate change, and community resilience. She has 
held leadership posiঞons at USK and the Tsunami and Disaster Miঞgaঞon 
Research Center. Addiঞonally, she serves as the Secretary of the Indonesian 
Disaster Management Society and the Chairperson of the Sociocultural Working 
Group of the Indonesian Associaঞon of Disaster Experts. Her career in disaster 
management began with the 2004 Tsunami Response in Aceh and has spanned 
over a decade, involving humanitarian work with organizaঞons like Islamic Relief, 
the UN, and the Australian Government's LOGICA2 program. As an alumna of the 
Pan Asia Risk Reducঞon Fellowship Program at Kyoto University, she was honored 

as the Young Scienঞst of the Integrated Research on Disaster Risk in 2019.

Dr Hendra, an esteemed graduate of Syiah Kuala University's 
(USK) Faculty of Medicine, has been the Head of Family 
Medicine since 2008. He is a dedicated healthcare 
professional with extensive clinical experience, currently 
serving at USK Banda Aceh Teaching Hospital and Banda 
Aceh Army Hospital. His past projects reflect his commitment 
to public health iniঞaঞves. Dr Hendra conঞnually expands his 
experঞse, evidenced by his internaঞonal experiences, 
including a COVID-19 Vaccine workshop in 2021, a Visiঞng 
Professorship in Canada, and a Visiঞng Lecturer and 
Research Scholar posiঞon in Taiwan. His global contribuঞons 

also include a clerkship in Finland in 2007.
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Ridha Ferdhiana

Senior Lecturer in Staঞsঞcs, Universitas Syiah Kuala, Indonesia

Professor Taufik Fuadi Abidin
Dean of Mathemaঞcs and Natural Sciences and 

Professor in Computer Science 
Universitas Syiah Kuala, Indonesia

Associate Professor Rina Suryani Oktari

E: okta@usk.ac.id

Head of Graduate Program in Disaster Science, 
and Faculty of Medicine,

Universitas Syiah Kuala, Indonesia
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 Professor Agussabঞ
 Lecturer at the Faculty of Agriculture, 

Universitas Syiah Kuala, Indonesia

VICE RECTOR FOR ACADEMIC AFFAIRS
UNIVERSITAS SYIAH KUALA, INDONESIA

Professor Agussabঞ specializes in food security, agricultural economics, technology, policy, 
and smart farming. With a doctorate from Bogor University, he researches adapঞve strategies 
for smart farming and digital-based agricultural extension policies. Besides teaching, he is the 
Vice Rector for Academic Affairs at USK, with experience as Vice Rector for General Affairs 

and Finance and Dean of the Faculty of Agriculture.

Prof Taufik is a Computer Science Professor and Dean at Universitas Syiah 
Kuala, Indonesia. He researches AI, Machine Learning, Big Data Analyঞcs, and 
Informaঞon Extracঞon. His key achievements include developing algorithms 
for extracঞng tropical disease informaঞon from online news and creaঞng an 
acronym database for the Indonesian language. Taufik worked as a senior 
so[ware engineer at Ask.com from 2006-2008, improving web search results 
and developing uঞliঞes for usage mining. He earned his Masters from the 
Royal Melbourne Insঞtute of Technology, Australia, and a PhD from North 

Dakota State University, USA. He has held mulঞple leadership roles at USK.

Prof Yani starঞng his career at the University of Andalas, 
Professor Yani furthered his studies at the University of 
Indonesia and Western Australia, earning his Doctorate from 
Universitas Gajah Mada in 2016. He served as a lecturer, 
department head, and Vice Dean at Universitas Syiah Kuala, 
and was the Head of the Provincial Health Office in Aceh 
from 2010 to 2016. He also served as the Deputy of Family 
Welfare at the Naঞonal Family Planning Board from 2017 to 
2021. Holding roles in the Public Health Associaঞon and 
Health Financing Associaঞon, Prof Yani has enhanced 
healthcare services, including transiঞoning Meuraxa 
Hospital to a Regional Public Service Agency and implement-
ing Quality Management programs in Nanggroe Aceh 

Darussalam.
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Dr. Wendy Pelupessy, obtained her denঞstry degree from 
Hasanuddin University. She began her career in Ambon City's 
health centres, subsequently leading the Waihaong and Rijali 
Public Health Centers. In 2013, she expanded her experঞse, 
achieving a Masters in Public Health from her alma mater. As a 
testament to her innovaঞve approach in the field, she escalated 
to the posiঞon of Head of the Health Promoঞon Department and 
later, in 2018, assumed the role of Head of the Ambon City 
Health Office. Dr. Pelupessy has been instrumental in disease 
prevenঞon and managing the city's response to the COVID-19 
pandemic. Furthermore, she has held significant leadership 
posiঞons in several prominent Indonesian health associaঞons.

STAKEHOLDER

E: agussabঞ@usk.ac.id

E: taufik.abidin@usk.ac.id

Professor Muhammad Yani
Head of Specialist Program in Family Medicine 
and Primary Healthcare, Faculty of Medicine, 

Universitas Syiah Kuala, Indonesia

E: m_yani@usk.ac.id

Dr Hendra Kurniawan
Consultant Pulmonologist, 

Universitas Syiah Kuala, Indonesia
E: khendra@usk.ac.id

E: ridha.ferdhiana@usk.ac.id

RESEARSCHER

Ridha Ferdhiana, specialises in staঞsঞcal compuঞng with a 
Master's from North Dakota State University. She collaborates 
on research for tropical disease informaঞon extracঞon and has 
made notable contribuঞons in Indonesia's districts mapping 
based on the scores of the 2017 high school naঞonal examina-
ঞon; a Rasch model analysis on the ability to analyse 
descripঞve staঞsঞcs (a case study of new students at Faculty of 
Mathemaঞcs and Natural Sciences); clustering of districts in 
Indonesia using the 2015 high school social sciences naঞonal 
examinaঞon results; and grouping the districts in Indonesia 
based on the value of science subjects of naঞonal examinaঞon 

using k-means clustering method. 

STAKEHOLDER

BANDA ACEHBANDA ACEH
Since 1994, Syukriah has served the Banda Aceh City Health 
Service, currently as the Head of the Public Health Division. She 
oversees Health Promoঞon, Community Empowerment, Family 
Health and Nutriঞon, and Environmental Health, and is involved in 
a naঞonal program addressing stunঞng. She previously led Health 
Promoঞon, advocaঞng for proacঞve healthcare. Besides her 
Health Service role, she chairs the Banda Aceh branch of the 
Indonesian Public Health Promoters and Educators Associaঞon, 
leads the Community Health Center Development Team, assesses 
health insঞtuঞon accreditaঞon, and coordinates the award-win-

ning Healthy City District Development for Banda Aceh.

A Medicine graduate from Universitas Syiah Kuala, Dr. Brury 
specialized in Hospital Administraঞon. He started his career in 2012 at 
Dr. Zainoel Abidin General Hospital and later served as Deputy Director 
at Harapan Bunda Hospital. He's a healthcare consultant in Aceh, an 
Accreditaঞon Surveyor, and the current director of Cempaka Lima 

Banda Aceh General Hospital, while pursuing his Doctorate at USK.
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Dr Brury Apriadi Husaini

Medical Science of PhD (Candidate), 
Universitas Syiah Kuala, Indonesia

E: bruryapriadi@gmail.com

Nasliaঞ

Masters in Disaster Science (Candidate), 
Universitas Syiah Kuala, Indonesia and

Data Visualisaঞon Specialist

With over a decade's experience in informaঞon systems, Nasliaঞ is a 
dashboard specialist at Ministry of Finance. Her career spans 
government, internaঞonal organisaঞons, and private companies, starঞng 
with web applicaঞon development in poverty reducঞon. She now 
specializes in creaঞng data-driven, aestheঞcally pleasing dashboards, 
like the SISMONEV JKN DJSN for monitoring Indonesia's Naঞonal Health 
Insurance program. Her experঞse also includes building macroeconomic 
databases and tracking stunঞng prevenঞon. Nasliaঞ holds an Informaঞon 
Systems degree from Bung Karno University and is compleঞng her 

Masters in Disaster Science at Universitas Syiah Kuala.

E: lia.nasliaঞ@gmail.com
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Hayatun Rahmi

 Head of Lampulo Community Health Center, 
Banda Aceh, Indonesia

Hayatun Rahmi, also known as Mrs Ochik, is the Head of the Lampulo Community Health 
Center in Banda Aceh City. She began her career as a midwife a[er graduaঞng from the 
Health Nursing School and later earned a degree in Public Health Science. In 2012, she 
was promoted to her current posiঞon, where she achieved Plenary accreditaঞon. She 

also serves as Treasurer for the Indonesian Midwives Associaঞon.
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Ismiatul Ramadhian Nur

Researcher at Tsunami and Disaster 
Miঞgaঞon Research Center (TDMRC) and 

Graduate Program in Disaster Science Graduate, 
Universitas Syiah Kuala, Indonesia

E:  dhian.mik.tdmrc@gmail.com

Ismiatul Ramadhian Nur, or Dian, holds a Master's in Disaster Science from Universitas Syiah 
Kuala (USK), and a Geological Engineering degree from Universitas Gadjah Mada. She serves 
as a Research Assistant at the TDMRC, USK, contribuঞng to disaster educaঞon research and 
the CORE-STEP project. Dian parঞcipates in regional vulnerability studies in Aceh and has 
assisted in disaster risk assessment for South Aceh and Bireuen district. In the CORE-STEP 

project, she handles admin, finance, and social media disseminaঞon.

Dr Bokiraiya, a Senior Lecturer in Forestry and Environmental Science at Universitas Paমmura, specializes in environmental 
hydrology, watershed management, and environmental impact analysis. She earned her Masters and Doctorate at Universitas 
Gadjah Mada and has been teaching since 2005. In addiঞon to her academic work, she contributes to climate change research 
and is a member of the Indonesian Disaster Experts Associaঞon. She has authored Hydrology of Small Islands, Soil and Water 
Conservaঞon, Watershed Management of Small Islands (textbook) and Modeling Land Use Change and Recession Characteris-

ঞcs of River Bed Flows (reference book).
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Dr Bokiraiya Latuamury
 Senior Lecturer at the Faculty of Agriculture, 

Universitas Paমmura, Indonesia
E: bokiraiya.latuamury@faperta.unpaম.ac.id

Dr Wendy Pelupessy

Head of Ambon City Health Office, Indonesia

Dr. Yusda Tuharea served at the Ambon City Health Center and 
later became the Head of Disease Control and Environmental 
Health (P2PL) at the Ambon City Health Service. Here, she 
played a significant role in eradicaঞng Malaria, making Ambon 
the first city in Maluku to achieve this feat. Since 2018, she has 
been the Head of Public Health, with a focus on reducing 
stunঞng cases. Dr. Tuharea recently completed her Master's 
degree in Health Policy Analysis. Her research has been 
instrumental in addressing the stunঞng issue in Ambon. 
Addiঞonally, she is an acঞve member of the Indonesian 

Doctors Associaঞon.
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Dr Yusda Tuharea

Head of the Public Health Division 
of the Ambon City Health Office, Indonesia

E: udatuharea@gmail.com

Dr Wahyu Sulistya Affarah
 Lecturer at the Faculty of Medicine, 

Mataram University, Indonesia
E: ws_affarah@unram.ac.id

Dr Affarah (Farah) is an educaঞon coordinator 
at Mataram University, specializing in Public 
Health Sciences. She iniঞated Indonesia's first 
mariঞme medicine program focused on port and 
coastal areas. Her interests include tropical 
diseases, maternal and child health, and health 
promoঞon, parঞcularly in mariঞme communi-
ঞes. She also contributes to the prevenঞon of 
sexual violence and acঞve in the Indonesian 
Doctors Associaঞon and child protecঞon 
insঞtuঞons. She iniঞated the "Kampung 
Sehat/Healthy Village" iniঞaঞve, earning an 
award from the Regional Police Chief in 2021. 
She earned her Masters from Hanoi Medical 
University, Vietnam in 2017, and a Mariঞme 

Medicine Specialist degree in 2022.

MATARAM
SITE COORDINATOR

Dr. Emirald, a medical graduate from Hasanuddin University, 
began as a Civil Servant Doctor in 2008, and joined Mataram 
City Hospital in 2011. He has a Master's in Hospital Manage-
ment and is currently studying Health Law at Hang Tuah 
University. He also works as a hospital surveyor and holds a 
FISQua degree from the Internaঞonal Society for Quality in 

Health Care.
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Dr Yulia Sari Risnawaঞ

Head of Babakan  Community Health Center, Mataram, Indonesia

Dr. Yulia Sari Risnawaঞ, or Dr. Yulia, is a dedicated physician who earned her General Medical 
Educaঞon degree from the Faculty of Medicine, Universitas Diponegoro, Semarang in 2010. 
Commencing her career as a civil servant doctor in the Regional Government of Mataram City in 
2011, she later assumed the role of Head at the Selaparang Community Health Center in 2016. 
During her tenure, Dr. Yulia enhanced her skills through management training programs and 
successfully led the Babakan Community Health Center, achieving Plenary accreditaঞon in 2023.
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Dr Emirald Isfihan

Head of Mataram City Health Office, Indonesia


